
Uzziah’s Pride 1 of  5

UUZZZZIIAAHH’’SS PPRRIIDDEE
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::11--2233..

LESSON 321 Junior Course
MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (I 
Corinthians 10:12).
BIBLE TEXT  in King James 
Version

BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Chronicles 26:1-23 
1 Then all the people of Judah 
took Uzziah, who was sixteen 
years old, and made him king 
in the room of his father 
Amaziah. 
2 He built Eloth, and restored it 
to Judah, after that the king 
slept with his fathers. 
3 Sixteen years old was Uzziah 
when he began to reign, and 
he reigned fifty and two years 
in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name also was Jecoliah of 
Jerusalem. 
4 And he did that which was
right in the sight of the LORD, 
according to all that his father 
Amaziah did. 
5 And he sought God in the 
days of Zechariah, who had 
understanding in the visions of 
God: and as long as he sought 
the LORD, God made him to 
prosper. 
6 And he went forth and warred 
against the Philistines, and 
brake down the wall of Gath, 
and the wall of Jabneh, and the 
wall of Ashdod, and built cities 
about Ashdod, and among the 
Philistines. 
7 And God helped him against 
the Philistines, and against the 
Arabians that dwelt in Gurbaal, 
and the Mehunims. 
8 And the Ammonites gave gifts 
to Uzziah: and his name spread 
abroad even to the entering in 
of Egypt; for he strengthened 

NOTES:
AA YYoouunngg KKiinngg

Among the kings of Judah was one by the name of Uzziah who 
was also called Azariah (2 Kings 14:21 21 And all the people of Judah 
took Azariah, which was sixteen years old, and made him king instead 
of his father Amaziah).  He was only sixteen years old when his father, 
Amaziah, was slain, and when he was made king.  No doubt the 
people all wondered how the boy-king would rule.  Would he seek the 
advice of those who had experience in giving counsel to rulers?  
Would he forsake the older ones, and seek evil counsel as Rehoboam, 
Solomon’s son, had done?  (See Lesson 287.)  Could such a young 
king rule well?

AA GGoooodd EExxaammppllee
Uzziah proved that a young person can be trusted with 

responsibility. When he started his reign, he sought God and His 
wisdom, and soon won the confidence of the people. Uzziah must 
have realised that he was young to be king, and also that he needed 
the help of the Lord if he was to be successful.  He followed the 
example of his father to do that, which was right in the sight of the 
Lord.  No doubt Uzziah’s father also taught him about the Lord and His 
commandments.  The Bible teaches that there are promises to those 
who honour their parents.  Solomon’s advice to children was to heed 
the instruction of their father and to remember the law of their mother 
(Proverbs 1:8 8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother).  He said that their obedience would be 
rewarded with “length of days, and long life, and peace” (Proverbs 
3:1, 2).

As long as Uzziah sought the Lord, God made him prosper.  This is 
what could be expected because God had promised the Children of 
Israel that they would prosper if they were obedient to Him 
(Deuteronomy 29:9 9 Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and 
do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do).  In writing of those 
who live righteously, the Psalmist said, “Whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper” (Psalm 1:3).

PPrroossppeerriittyy
TThheerree aarree ddiiffffeerreenntt kkiinnddss ooff pprroossppeerriittyy.. TToo bbee pprroossppeerroouuss mmeeaannss

ttoo bbee ssuucccceessssffuull.. SSoommee ppeeooppllee pprroossppeerr iinn aa mmaatteerriiaall wwaayy.. TThheeyy mmaayy
hhaavvee mmoonneeyy,, pprrooppeerrttyy,, aanndd ssuucccceessss iinn tthhee tthhiinnggss ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd.. GGoodd’’ss
ppeeooppllee aarree mmoorree iinntteerreesstteedd iinn ssppiirriittuuaall pprroossppeerriittyy.. TThheeyy wwaanntt ttoo ggrrooww
iinn tthhee LLoorrdd,, aanndd hhaavvee aann aabbuunnddaannccee ooff GGoodd’’ss ggrraaccee aanndd lloovvee.. TThheeyy
wwaanntt ttoo bbee ssuucccceessssffuull iinn wwoorrkkiinngg ffoorr tthhee LLoorrdd.. GGoodd bblleesssseess HHiiss ppeeooppllee
bbootthh ssppiirriittuuaallllyy aanndd mmaatteerriiaallllyy,, bbuutt ssppiirriittuuaall pprroossppeerriittyy iiss aallll--iimmppoorrttaanntt..

SSeeeekkiinngg GGoodd
As for Uzziah, king of  Judah, “As long as he sought the LORD, 

God made him prosper.”  He sought God in the days of Zechariah, 
who had an understanding of spiritual things.  No doubt Uzziah went 
to him for advice and help.  Among the prophets who lived in the days 
of Uzziah were Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1 1 The vision of Isaiah the son of 
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himself exceedingly. 
9 Moreover Uzziah built towers 
in Jerusalem at the corner gate, 
and at the valley gate, and at 
the turning of the wall, and 
fortified them. 
10 Also he built towers in the 
desert, and digged many wells: 
for he had much cattle, both in 
the low country, and in the 
plains: husbandmen also, and 
vine dressers in the mountains, 
and in Carmel: for he loved 
husbandry. 
11 Moreover Uzziah had an host 
of fighting men, that went out 
to war by bands, according to 
the number of their account by 
the hand of Jeiel the scribe and 
Maaseiah the ruler, under the 
hand of Hananiah, one of the 
king's captains. 
12 The whole number of the 
chief of the fathers of the 
mighty men of valour were two 
thousand and six hundred. 
13 And under their hand was an 
army, three hundred thousand 
and seven thousand and five 
hundred, that made war with 
mighty power, to help the king 
against the enemy. 
14 And Uzziah prepared for 
them throughout all the host 
shields, and spears, and 
helmets, and habergeons, and 
bows, and slings to cast stones. 
15 And he made in Jerusalem 
engines, invented by cunning 
men, to be on the towers and 
upon the bulwarks, to shoot 
arrows and great stones withal. 
And his name spread far 
abroad; for he was marvellously 
helped, till he was strong. 
16 But when he was strong, his 
heart was lifted up to his
destruction: for he transgressed 
against the LORD his God, and 
went into the temple of the 

Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah), Hosea (Hosea 
1:1 1 The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and 
in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel), and Amos 
(Amos 1:1 1 The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of 
Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, 
two years before the earthquake).  It was a wonderful privilege for 
Uzziah to be able to go to such men of God to hear and to heed their 
words.

BBuuiillddiinngg
As Uzziah prospered, he built cities for the people of Judah.  One 

of those, Eloth or Elath, was located on the shore of the Red Sea in 
the land of Edom (2 Chronicles 8:17 17 Then went Solomon to 
Eziongeber, and to Eloth, at the sea side in the land of Edom).  This 
was one of the seaports, which Solomon used for his fleet of ships (1 
Kings 9:26 26 And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Eziongeber, 
which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land of 
Edom).  Uzziah restored this to Judah, and probably used it as a port 
of trade with the countries of the East.

UUzzzziiaahh nnoott oonnllyy bbuuiilltt cciittiieess bbuutt hhee aallssoo bbuuiilltt ttoowweerrss ffoorr pprrootteeccttiioonn..
IInn JJeerruussaalleemm,, tthhee ggaatteess ccoouulldd bbee ddeeffeennddeedd bbyy tthhee ttoowweerrss tthhaatt hhee bbuuiilltt..
IInn tthhee ddeesseerrtt,, nnoo ddoouubbtt tthhee ttoowweerrss ccoouulldd bbee uusseedd ffoorr ddeeffeennccee,, ffoorr
llooookkoouuttss,, aanndd ffoorr sshheelltteerrss.. UUzzzziiaahh wwaass iinntteerreesstteedd iinn iimmpprroovviinngg tthhee
llaanndd,, ttoooo.. HHee lliikkeedd ffaarrmmiinngg aanndd ccaattttllee.. HHee hhaadd mmaannyy wweellllss dduugg ssoo
tthheerree wwoouulldd bbee mmoorree wwaatteerr.. OOnn tthhee hhiillllssiiddeess tthheerree wweerree vviinneeyyaarrddss.. IInn
tthhee vvaalllleeyyss tthheerree wweerree hheerrddss.. IInn tthhoossee ddaayyss tthhee llaanndd ooff JJuuddaahh bbeeccaammee
pprroossppeerroouuss,, wweeaalltthhyy,, aanndd ffaammoouuss..

AAggaaiinnsstt EEnneemmiieess
GGoolldd hheellppeedd UUzzzziiaahh ttoo pprroossppeerr aaggaaiinnsstt hhiiss eenneemmiieess,, ttoooo.. HHee wweenntt ttoo

wwaarr aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee PPhhiilliissttiinneess,, wwhhoo wweerree oolldd eenneemmiieess ooff tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff
IIssrraaeell.. TThhee PPhhiilliissttiinneess hhaadd bbuuiilltt ssoommee ffoorrttss bbeettwweeeenn tthheeiirr llaanndd aanndd
JJuuddaahh.. TThheessee ffoorrttss wweerree ddeessttrrooyyeedd bbyy UUzzzziiaahh aass hhee ttoorree ddoowwnn tthhee
ssttrroonngghhoollddss ooff tthhee eenneemmiieess..

UUzzzziiaahh wwaass ssuucccceessssffuull iinn bbaattttllee aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee AArraabbiiaannss aass wweellll aass
aaggaaiinnsstt hhiiss ootthheerr nneeiigghhbboouurrss.. TThhee AAmmoorriitteess sseenntt ggiiffttss ooff ttrriibbuuttee,, nnoo
ddoouubbtt ttoo kkeeeepp oonn ffrriieennddllyy tteerrmmss wwiitthh UUzzzziiaahh.. GGoodd hheellppeedd hhiimm aaggaaiinnsstt
hhiiss eenneemmiieess uunnttiill UUzzzziiaahh’’ss ffaammee wwaass sspprreeaadd aabbrrooaadd,, eevveenn aass ffaarr aawwaayy
aass EEggyypptt..

UUzzzziiaahh hhaadd aa ssttaannddiinngg aarrmmyy,, wwhhiicchh wwaass eeqquuiippppeedd iinn aa mmaannnneerr tthhaatt
ssuurrppaasssseedd ootthheerrss aatt tthhaatt ttiimmee.. TThheerree wweerree sshhiieellddss,, hheellmmeettss,, aanndd ccooaattss
ooff mmaaiill ttoo pprrootteecctt tthhee ssoollddiieerrss.. UUzzzziiaahh’’ss mmeenn hhaadd bbootthh kknnoowwlleeddggee aanndd
sskkiillll.. TThheeyy iinnvveenntteedd ““eennggiinneess”” wwhhiicchh sshhoott aarrrroowwss aanndd ggrreeaatt ssttoonneess.. IItt
iiss tthhee ffiirrsstt aaccccoouunntt ooff tthhee uussee ooff mmaacchhiinneerryy ttoo tthhrrooww mmaatteerriiaallss iinn
wwaarrffaarree..

SSppiirriittuuaall SSttrreennggtthh
IInn aa ssppiirriittuuaall sseennssee,, iitt iiss aa ggoooodd tthhiinngg ttoo ppuullll ddoowwnn tthheessee

ssttrroonngghhoollddss ooff tthhee eenneemmyy,, ttoooo.. AAss GGoodd hheellppeedd UUzzzziiaahh ssoo wwiillll HHee hheellpp
uuss,, ttooddaayy,, aaggaaiinnsstt SSaattaann,, tthhee eenneemmyy ooff oouurr ssoouull.. GGoodd iiss pplleeaasseedd ttoo
hhaavvee HHiiss ppeeooppllee ppuutt tthhee eenneemmyy ttoo fflliigghhtt iinnsstteeaadd ooff ggiivviinngg iinn ttoo SSaattaann..
WWee aarree ttoolldd ttoo ““rreessiisstt tthhee ddeevviill,, aanndd hhee wwiillll fflleeee”” ((JJaammeess 44::77)).. DDoo yyoouu
wwoonnddeerr hhooww wwee ccaann rreessiisstt tthhee eenneemmyy?? WWee aarree ttoolldd ttoo ““ppuutt oonn tthhee
wwhhoollee aarrmmoouurr ooff GGoodd”” tthhaatt wwee mmaayy bbee aabbllee ttoo ssttaanndd ((EEpphheessiiaannss 66::1111))..
TThhee aarrmmoouurr iinncclluuddeess tthhee ““sshhiieelldd ooff ffaaiitthh”” aanndd tthhee ““sswwoorrdd ooff tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
wwhhiicchh iiss tthhee wwoorrdd ooff GGoodd”” ((EEpphheessiiaannss 66::1133--1177))..

Jesus Himself used the Word of God against Satan.  When Jesus 
was tempted of the devil, He quoted Scripture, saying, “It is written,” 
and Satan “departed from him” (Luke 4:4-13 4 And Jesus answered 
him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word of God. 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high 
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LORD to burn incense upon the 
altar of incense. 
17 And Azariah the priest went 
in after him, and with him 
fourscore priests of the LORD, 
that were valiant men: 
18 And they withstood Uzziah 
the king, and said unto him, It 
appertaineth not unto thee, 
Uzziah, to burn incense unto 
the LORD, but to the priests the 
sons of Aaron, that are 
consecrated to burn incense: 
go out of the sanctuary; for 
thou hast trespassed; neither 
shall it be for thine honour from 
the LORD God. 
19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and 
had a censer in his hand to 
burn incense: and while he was 
wroth with the priests, the 
leprosy even rose up in his 
forehead before the priests in 
the house of the LORD, from 
beside the incense altar. 
20 And Azariah the chief priest, 
and all the priests, looked upon 
him, and, behold, he was
leprous in his forehead, and 
they thrust him out from 
thence; yea, himself hasted 
also to go out, because the 
LORD had smitten him. 
21 And Uzziah the king was a 
leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a several house, 
being a leper; for he was cut 
off from the house of the 
LORD: and Jotham his son was
over the king's house, judging 
the people of the land. 
22 Now the rest of the acts of 
Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah 
the prophet, the son of Amoz, 
write. 
23 So Uzziah slept with his 
fathers, and they buried him 
with his fathers in the field of 
the burial which belonged to 
the kings; for they said, He is a 

mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to 
whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall 
be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind 
me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set 
him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son 
of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, 
he departed from him for a season).  In order to know the passages of 
Scripture, we need to read and to study the Bible.  It is valuable to us 
as the “Sword of the Spirit.”  Our faith can be strengthened by the 
Word of God because “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Romans 10:17).

Prayer is necessary, too, for a person to grow spiritually, and to be 
strong in the Lord.  We read that “men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint” (Luke 18:1).  It is helpful for a person to talk about the Lord, 
to think about Him, and to testify of what God has done (Malachi 
3:16 16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: 
and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that 
thought upon his name. Psalm 1:1-2 1 Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in 
the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night).  
In the last Book of the Bible we read about some people who will have 
overcome the enemy of their soul “by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony” (Revelation 12:11).

PPrriiddee
UUzzzziiaahh hhaadd ggaaiinneedd hhiiss ffaammee,, hhiiss ssttrreennggtthh,, aanndd hhiiss pprroossppeerriittyy

bbeeccaauussee tthhee LLoorrdd hheellppeedd hhiimm.. HHee rreeiiggnneedd wweellll ffoorr mmaannyy yyeeaarrss.. TThheenn
ssoommeetthhiinngg hhaappppeenneedd.. HHee bbeeggaann ttoo tthhiinnkk ttoooo mmuucchh ooff hhiimmsseellff..
IInnsstteeaadd ooff ggiivviinngg GGoodd tthhee tthhaannkkss aanndd gglloorryy,, hhee tthhoouugghhtt tthhaatt hhee hhaadd
ddoonnee vveerryy wweellll.. HHee ggaavvee hhiimmsseellff tthhee hhoonnoouurr ffoorr hhiiss ssuucccceessss.. HHee
bbeeggaann ttoo bbee pprroouudd,, aanndd wwaass lliifftteedd uupp iinn hhiiss oowwnn eeyyeess.. WWee rreeaadd iinn tthhee
BBiibbllee tthhaatt tthheerree iiss ddaannggeerr iinn pprriiddee aanndd sseellff--eexxaallttaattiioonn.. HHeerree aarree ssoommee
SSccrriippttuurree ppaassssaaggeess aabboouutt pprriiddee:: ““WWhheenn pprriiddee ccoommeetthh,, tthheenn ccoommeetthh
sshhaammee”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 1111::22));; ““AAnn hhiigghh llooookk,, aanndd aa pprroouudd hheeaarrtt,, .. .. .. iiss ssiinn””
((PPrroovveerrbbss 2211::44));; ““PPrriiddee ggooeetthh bbeeffoorree ddeessttrruuccttiioonn,, aanndd aann hhaauugghhttyy
ssppiirriitt bbeeffoorree aa ffaallll”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 1166::1188))..

AAbboouutt sseellff--eexxaallttaattiioonn wwee rreeaadd:: ““WWhhoossooeevveerr sshhaallll eexxaalltt hhiimmsseellff sshhaallll
bbee aabbaasseedd”” ((MMaatttthheeww 2233::1122));; ““FFoorr mmeenn ttoo sseeaarrcchh tthheeiirr oowwnn gglloorryy iiss
nnoott gglloorryy”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 2255::2277));; ““WWhheerreeffoorree lleett hhiimm tthhaatt tthhiinnkkeetthh hhee
ssttaannddeetthh ttaakkee hheeeedd lleesstt hhee ffaallll”” ((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1100::1122));; ““HHee tthhaatt
eexxaalltteetthh hhiiss ggaattee sseeeekkeetthh ddeessttrruuccttiioonn”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 1177::1199))..

LLiittttllee aanndd BBiigg
Uzziah probably had heard about Saul who had been king over the 

Children of Israel.  When Saul was “little” in his own sight, God made 
him king (1 Samuel 15:17 17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little 
in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?).  When Saul 
became so big in his own sight that he disobeyed and rejected the 
commandment of the Lord, then the Lord rejected Saul from being 
king (I Samuel 15:23).  This should be a lesson to all who hear or 
read about Saul.

One day Uzziah decided that he would like to burn some incense 
unto the Lord.  The altar of incense, or the golden altar (Exodus 40:5 
5 And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of 
the testimony, and put the hanging of the door to the tabernacle), was 
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leper: and Jotham his son 
reigned in his stead. 

located in the Holy Place, “before the veil” in the Temple (Exodus 
30:6 6 And thou shalt put it before the vail that is by the ark of the 
testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I 
will meet with thee).  Every morning when the lamps were trimmed 
and every evening when they were lighted, incense was placed upon 
the altar so it would continuously burn as worship to the Lord (Exodus 
30:7-8 7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: 
when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. 8 And 
when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, 
a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations).  
Only the priests were permitted to go into the Holy Place, and only the 
priests were given the privilege of burning incense upon the golden 
altar (Numbers 16:40 40 To be a memorial unto the children of Israel, 
that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer 
incense before the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as his 
company: as the LORD said to him by the hand of Moses).

NNoott HHiiss WWoorrkk
OOnnee mmiigghhtt tthhiinnkk tthhaatt UUzzzziiaahh wwaass vveerryy rreelliiggiioouuss ttoo wwaanntt ttoo bbuurrnn

iinncceennssee uunnttoo tthhee LLoorrdd.. BBuutt,, bbyy ssoo ddooiinngg,, hhee wwaass ttaakkiinngg uuppoonn hhiimmsseellff
aa pprriivviilleeggee,, wwhhiicchh GGoodd hhaadd nnoott ggiivveenn hhiimm.. IItt mmeeaanntt tthhaatt hhee ttrriieedd ttoo ffiillll
aa ppllaaccee tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd ggiivveenn oonnllyy ttoo tthhee pprriieessttss.. AAlltthhoouugghh GGoodd hhaadd
bblleesssseedd UUzzzziiaahh aanndd pprroossppeerreedd hhiimm,, GGoodd hhaadd nnoott ddoonnee aawwaayy wwiitthh tthhee
LLaaww,, wwhhiicchh ggaavvee oonnllyy tthhee ssoonnss ooff AAaarroonn tthhee rriigghhtt ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee..
EEaacchh ppeerrssoonn mmuusstt ffiillll tthhee ppllaaccee tthhaatt GGoodd hhaass ggiivveenn hhiimm.. WWhheenn oonnee iiss
ffaaiitthhffuull aanndd hhuummbbllee,, GGoodd mmaayy ggrraanntt ootthheerr pprriivviilleeggeess ttoo hhiimm.. AAlltthhoouugghh
aa ppeerrssoonn mmiigghhtt hhaavvee aa ggrreeaatt ddeessiirree ttoo ddoo ssoommeetthhiinngg ffoorr tthhee LLoorrdd,, hhee
ssttiillll mmuusstt ddoo tthhaatt wwhhiicchh iiss rriigghhtt aanndd pplleeaassiinngg ttoo GGoodd.. TThhee PPrroopphheett
SSaammuueell ssaaiidd,, ““BBeehhoolldd,, ttoo oobbeeyy iiss bbeetttteerr tthhaann ssaaccrriiffiiccee,, aanndd ttoo hheeaarrkkeenn
tthhaann tthhee ffaatt ooff rraammss”” ((II SSaammuueell 1155::2222))..

DDiissoobbeeyyiinngg
NNoo ppeerrssoonn,, nnoott eevveenn aa kkiinngg,, ccaann bbrreeaakk GGoodd’’ss llaaww wwiitthhoouutt ssuuffffeerriinngg..

WWhheenn UUzzzziiaahh eenntteerreedd tthhee HHoollyy PPllaaccee,, hhee ddiissoobbeeyyeedd,, nnoott bbeeccaauussee hhee
hhaadd aa ggrreeaatt ddeessiirree ttoo ddoo ssoommeetthhiinngg ffoorr GGoodd nnoorr bbeeccaauussee hhee wwaass
iiggnnoorraanntt ooff tthhee LLaaww.. BBuutt UUzzzziiaahh hhaadd eexxaalltteedd hhiimmsseellff uunnttiill hhee wwaanntteedd
ttoo ttaakkee tthhee ppllaaccee ooff tthhee pprriieesstt.. AAzzaarriiaahh,, tthhee pprriieesstt,, aalloonngg wwiitthh 8800
ootthheerrss,, wwaarrnneedd UUzzzziiaahh,, aanndd ttrriieedd ttoo ssttoopp hhiimm.. TThhee pprriieessttss ccaalllleedd ttoo
hhiimm:: ““GGoo oouutt ooff tthhee ssaannccttuuaarryy;; ffoorr tthhoouu hhaasstt ttrreessppaasssseedd..””

SSmmiitttteenn bbyy GGoodd
OOnnee wwoouulldd eexxppeecctt UUzzzziiaahh ttoo rruusshh oouutt ooff tthhee ssaaccrreedd ppllaaccee aanndd pprraayy

ffoorr ffoorrggiivveenneessss.. BBuutt UUzzzziiaahh wwaass pprroouudd,, aanndd hhee ddeeffiieedd tthhee pprriieessttss aanndd
GGoodd.. AAss hhee ssttoooodd tthheerree wwiitthh tthhee cceennsseerr iinn hhiiss hhaanndd,, aannggrryy aatt tthhee
pprriieessttss,, ddeetteerrmmiinneedd ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee,, lleepprroossyy bbeeggaann ttoo sshhooww oonn hhiiss
ffoorreehheeaadd.. HHee wwaass ssmmiitttteenn bbyy tthhee LLoorrdd,, aanndd tthhiiss wwaass tthhee eenndd ooff hhiiss
ggrreeaattnneessss..

BBeeccaauussee ooff tthhee lleepprroossyy,, wwhhiicchh wwaass tthhee ppuunniisshhmmeenntt ffoorr hhiiss ssiinn,,
UUzzzziiaahh wwaass ““ccuutt ooffff ffrroomm tthhee hhoouussee ooff tthhee LLOORRDD..”” HHee wwaass rruusshheedd oouutt
ooff tthhee TTeemmppllee,, nneevveerr ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp tthheerree aaggaaiinn.. LLeesstt hhiiss ffaammiillyy bbeeccoommee
lleepprroouuss,, ttoooo,, hhee hhaadd ttoo lliivvee aappaarrtt ffrroomm hhiiss ffaammiillyy iinn aa sseeppaarraattee hhoouussee,,
aanndd ““ddwweellll aalloonnee,,”” aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhee LLaaww ((LLeevviittiiccuuss 1133::4466)).. UUzzzziiaahh
ccoouulldd nnoo lloonnggeerr aacctt aass kkiinngg --–– hhiiss ssoonn,, JJootthhaamm,, jjuuddggeedd tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff
tthhee llaanndd.. UUzzzziiaahh rreemmaaiinneedd aa lleeppeerr tthhee rreesstt ooff hhiiss lliiffee.. AAtt hhiiss ddeeaatthh,, hhee
wwaass bbuurriieedd iinn aa pplloott bbeelloonnggiinngg ttoo tthhee kkiinnggss.. IItt sseeeemmss tthhaatt hhiiss ggrraavvee
wwaass sseeppaarraattee ffrroomm tthhoossee ooff tthhee ootthheerr kkiinnggss,, bbeeccaauussee ““HHee iiss aa lleeppeerr,,””
tthheeyy ssaaiidd..

HHuummiilliittyy
There are accounts in the Bible that lepers were healed.  We have 

studied about Naaman who was recovered from his leprosy when he 
humbled himself to obey God (Lesson 311).  Miriam, the sister of 
Moses, was smitten with leprosy (Numbers 12:10 10 And the cloud 
departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, 
white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was
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leprous).  God healed her when the sin was confessed and Moses 
prayed for her.  Perhaps Uzziah could have been healed.  But we do 
not read that he even repented or asked for prayer that he might be 
delivered.  This one sin, alone, is mentioned against Uzziah (2 
Chronicles 27:2 2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
LORD, according to all that his father Uzziah did: howbeit he entered 
not into the temple of the LORD. And the people did yet corruptly).  
We see in his life that one sin will cause a separation from God.  What 
damage was done by one sin -– exalting himself!  How sad after 
reigning 52 years that his life should end thus, especially after such a 
good beginning!  How much better to be “clothed with humility; for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble” (I Peter 
5:5).  One of the things that God requires of man is “to walk humbly” 
with God (Micah 6:8 8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?).  In Uzziah’s life, the words 
of the Proverbs were proved to be true:  “A man’s pride shall bring 
him low:  but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit” (Proverbs 
29:23).

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. HHooww oolldd wwaass UUzzzziiaahh wwhheenn hhee ssttaarrtteedd ttoo rreeiiggnn??
22.. WWhhyy wwaass tthhee cciittyy ooff EEllootthh iimmppoorrttaanntt??
33.. HHooww ccoouulldd ttoowweerrss bbee ooff aannyy vvaalluuee??
44.. WWhhoo hheellppeedd UUzzzziiaahh aaggaaiinnsstt hhiiss nneeiigghhbboouurrss??
55.. WWhhaatt pprroopphheettss lliivveedd aatt tthhee ttiimmee ooff UUzzzziiaahh??
66.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee rreessuulltt ooff hhiiss sseeeekkiinngg GGoodd??
77.. WWhhyy ddiidd UUzzzziiaahh wwaanntt ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee??
88.. WWhhyy wwaass iitt wwrroonngg ffoorr UUzzzziiaahh ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee??
99.. WWhhaatt wwaass hhiiss ppuunniisshhmmeenntt??

1100.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee ccaauussee ooff UUzzzziiaahh’’ss ssiinn??


